
 
SI Unit Prefixes 

 
The SI enables the sizes of units to increase or decrease by 

use of appropriate prefixes. Nearly all of the SI prefixes are 

in multiples of 1000. However, for convenience hecto, deca, 

deci and centi are in lesser multiples. 
 
Prefix sym Amount   
yotta Y 1 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 10^24 
zetta Z 1 000 000 000 000 000 000 000 10^21 
exa E 1 000 000 000 000 000 000 10^18 
peta P 1 000 000 000 000 000 10^15 
tera T 1 000 000 000 000 10^12 
giga G 1 000 000 000 10^9 
mega M 1 000 000 10^6 
kilo k 1 000 10^3 
hecto h 100 10^2 
deca da 10 10^1 
    1   
deci d 0.1 10^-1 
centi c 0.01 10^-2 
milli m 0.001 10^-3 
micro  0.000 001 10^-6 
nano n 0.000 000 001 10^-9 
pico p 0.000 000 000 001 10^-12 
femto f 0.000 000 000 000 001 10^-15 
atto a 0.000 000 000 000 000 001 10^-18 
zepto z 0.000 000 000 000 000 000 001 10^-21 
yocto y 0.000 000 000 000 000 000 000 001 10^-24 
 
Note: deca [da] also can appear as deka [dk]. 


